19th February 2007

Press Release
New Info Centre to boost Tourist Information in Llanidloes

Worried about the loss of the Tourist Information Centre from the town’s high street, local regeneration group L.L.A.N.I. Ltd is seeking to boost information provision for Llanidloes by opening their own Information Centre. The group, which is currently focusing much of its attention on marketing the town as a place to visit, recently highlighted the concerns of local businesses over Powys County Council’s decision to downgrade the level of tourist information services when the new Access2Services point opens in the Library in the Spring. Regeneration Officer for L.L.A.N.I. Ltd, Nick Venti explained: 

“From the close links we have formed with local accommodation providers and retailers, we know that there is concern that the service that will be offered from the library will not be sufficient to meet the needs of people visiting Llanidloes. But at the same time, we understand the difficulty that Powys County Council has in providing such services across such a wide area as Powys. We have therefore gone out and sought funding that will allow us to open our own centre in order to support the provision that will be available at the library. We are not interested in duplicating effort, so will be working with the new Access2Services point to ensure seemless information provision to the visitors that we are confident will be attracted to Llanidloes as a result of the marketing campaigns that we are running, such as the Llanidloes brochure, the DVD and the continued development of the Llanidloes website.”

Having been successful in their grant application to the PAVO administered Spirit2 European grant scheme, the group is looking to open their information point in Longbridge Street in the very near future. Employing one dedicated member of staff, the centre will be open for tourist information provision 24hrs a week. In addition to tourist information, the centre will also be a focal point for information on the groups other activities and as a venue for consultations, while the company are also keen to see local businesses take advantage of the ‘shop window’ that will be provided for the advertisement or selling of the goods and services they provide.
Nick continued:

“Though we are in receipt of grant funding to set up the Info Centre, we still have to generate income from this project, both to match fund the grant we will be receiving and to ensure that the centre is sustainable in future years. We will therefore be looking to offer local businesses the chance to advertise through the Centre, and we also have space available for businesses looking for a location from which to run tourism related services. This first year is going to be an experiment. After all the work we have done recently in promoting Llanidloes, we feel it is beholden on us to compliment and expand on the tourism information that Powys are able to supply and we will do our utmost to ensure that Llanidloes and the Arwystli area get the provision of visitor information it needs. We hope that local businesses dependent on tourism income will support us in this endeavour, and if this is the case, we will look to continue to deliver this service after our grant funding runs out.”
L.L.A.N.I. Ltd will be giving more information on their plans for the new information point at the next meeting of the Llanidloes Tourism Working Group, the forum for local businesses working in the tourism sector, which will be held at 7pm on Wednesday, February 28th at Llanidloes Town Hall.

