Press Release

 Living History in Llanidloes

Following a call to arms for history enthusiasts to come forward and contribute to a living history event in Llanidloes this summer, the nature of the event that has been decided will take the form of a fair from the period of the1640s. The bottom half of Great Oak Street will be closed to traffic and a 17th Century market scene will be recreated with stalls displaying handicrafts and local farm produce, etc. There will also be displays of the making of these handicrafts, wood turning, sculpting, broom making, basket weaving, and carding and spinning to represent the nascent textile industry in Llanidloes. Against this back drop there will also be story telling, an early representation of Punch & Judy, a sermon from a puritanical preacher, folk music and exerts from plays of the period. 

Leslie Dupre, who is involved with the organisation of the event, commented, “The town has many talented people with a range of skills that would be ideal for creating tableaux and vignettes of life in past times, showing crafts and everyday life as well as introducing the music and food of the time. Ideally not only all the local shops will take part by dressing in costumes, but also I would hope that the schools and all the inhabitants would join in too.”


The costumes for the period are relatively simple and the group will be looking to hold workshops whereby all those interested in taking part can come along and set to making them. A material bank will also be organised, bringing together any old sheets, curtains and dresses that might be adaptable to the purposes of 17Century costume.

The next meeting to finalise the details of the event will take place at the Town Hall on Tuesday 17th of April at 7.30pm. Attendance was rather thin on the ground at the last meeting so the organisers hope that all those who have expressed an interest in the prospect of a Living History event will make an effort to attend the meeting. Leslie commented, “I know the idea is popular and many people have expressed a wish to take part, I just hope they will attend the meeting to find out more about how they can participate.”

A provisional date of the Saturday of the August Bank Holiday weekend has been chosen for the event.

