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L.L.A.N.I. Ltd success with town toilets

Local regeneration company L.L.A.N.I. Ltd has had the go ahead from the Welsh Assembly Government to re-open the toilets to the rear of the Town Hall in Great Oak Street. A £15,000 grant for capital costs and £3,500 grant for maintenance costs have been awarded to them for 2008-09 from the Local Environmental Quality Board.
Claire Jones from L.L.A.N.I. Ltd said; ‘The consultation document that we had to draw up to meet the funding requirements went to the Welsh Assembly Government about a month ago and we have heard within the last few days that they are happy with its findings and will be awarding us the grant to re-open the toilets.’

‘We are naturally delighted that our hard work, and that of the ‘Toileteers’ and everyone who has supported the consultation process has paid off. Particular thanks must be given to Jon Matthews of Cambrian Research who put the report together on our behalf. The ‘Toileteers’, a group of local businesses will now take over the running of the re-opened toilets and are just awaiting a lease from the Town Council for the block before refurbishment work can commence.
‘The issue of public toilets has been high on the agenda for local businesses since their closure early in 2007 and as soon as the opportunity became available to apply to the Welsh Assembly Government back in September 2007, we did so. After provisional approval back in December we then had to have a period of consultation with local businesses, etc. to assess the level of need for the toilets to re-open, to investigate the economic impact of their closure, and to look at ways in which to generate income from their use that would sustain them in the long term.’
Cllr. Peter Rees (Benji), member of the Toileteers added ‘We have worked very hard in partnership with L.L.A.N.I. Ltd over the past 12 months to get these toilets re-opened. All we are now waiting for is the lease for the toilet block from the Town Council. Once we have this we will be able to start work.’

Claire added ‘I was surprised to see Cllr. Gareth Morgan’s ‘pledge over public toilets’ in the press this week as he himself has offered no assistance to L.L.A.N.I. Ltd or to the Toileteers during the consultation process. Indeed, perhaps it is worth remembering that it was Powys County Council that closed the toilets in Llanidloes, and that we did not see County Cllr. Morgan ‘pledging’ to solve the problem when this happened more than 18 months ago.  It is a shame that he could not have been so vocal in his support when this was actually needed. We are all too aware that the main holiday season is upon us which is why we implore all town Councillors’, including Mr Morgan, to sort out the lease as soon as possible.’

‘To also clarify; it is not true that £5,000 is needed to get the public toilets back in shape; it will be considerably more than this. Unfortunately the roof over the toilet block adjoins the roof over the Town Council shed. We can afford to replace the asbestos roof over the toilets but not the asbestos panels over the shed; L.L.A.N.I. Ltd has made the Town Council aware of this situation and has suggested that it may be more practical and cost effective to replace the two at the same time. However, the toilet roof will be replaced regardless of whether the Town Council decides to replace the remainder of the shed roof.’
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