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14th February 2008

Closure of L.L.A.N.I. Ltd Visitor Information Centre

Llanidloes’ Visitor Information Centre, run by community regeneration group L.L.A.N.I. Ltd, is to close on February 29th this year. The Centre opened in April 2007 to support Powys County Councils Customer Service Point based at the Library.
Nick Venti from L.L.A.N.I. Ltd said “L.L.A.N.I. Ltd’s objective in setting up the Centre was to support local businesses and increase the level of tourist information available in the town following the closure of the tourist information centre and the amalgamation of services into the Library. We did this by an additional 19 hours, but unfortunately we are unable to continue.”
“The funding gained for our Tourism Support Officer, Sharon Jones, back in March 2007 was from the PAVO administered Spirit 2 grant and was for one year only. Due to the extremely tight funding situation at the moment, there are no funds available to continue her post and she will finish at the end of February.”
“We said when we set up the Information Centre that we were embarking on an experiment. Though we were in receipt of grant funding to set it up, we still had to generate income from the project, both to match fund the grant we received and to ensure that the centre was sustainable in future years. We managed to meet the match funding requirement of £8,000 from sales of goods and some volunteer hours, but unfortunately no surplus to continue the project after the cessation of the grant. It was always going to be difficult to generate income from supplying tourist information particularly when so many other outlets supply it free of charge.”

Tourist information will continue to be dispensed by Powys County Council’s Customer Services Point. The opening hours are as follows:

Monday: 10.00am – 2.00pm

Tuesday: 4.30pm – 7.00pm

Wednesday: 10.00am – 5.00pm

Thursday: 4.30pm – 7.00pm

Friday: 10.00am – 5.00pm

Saturday: 10.00am – 2.00pm

Sunday: Closed

They can also be contacted on 01686 412855 or e-mail cspllanidloes@powys.gov.uk

L.L.A.N.I. Ltd is supported by the Welsh Assembly Government and through European Structural funds.
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